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Israel retakes Gaza border
areas as toll crosses 3,000

Agence France-Presse
GAZA CITY/JERUSALEM

Israel said it recaptured
Gaza border areas from
Hamas militants as the
war’s death toll passed
3,000 on Tuesday, the
fourth day of fierce fighting
since the Islamists
launched a surprise attack.

Prime Minister Benja-
min  Netanyahu  has
warned Israel’s military
campaign was only the
start of a sustained war to
destroy Hamas  and
“change the Middle East”.

Fears of a regional con-
flagration have surged
amid expectations of a
looming Israeli ground in-
cursion into Gaza.

The death toll in Israel
has surged above 900 from
the worst attack in the
country’s 75-year history,
while Gaza officials have
reported 765 people killed
so far.

Hamas gunmen killed
more than 100 people in
the kibbutz of Beeri alone,
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The aftermath: Palestinians walk by the rubble of a building after
it was struck by an Israeli airstrike, in Gaza City on Sunday. Ap

said Moti Bukjin, a volun-
teer with the charity Zaka.
The military said its
forces had largely re-
claimed the embattled
south and the border
around Gaza and dislodged
holdout Hamas fighters
from more than a dozen
towns and kibbutzim.
“Around 1,500 bodies of
Hamas (fighters) have been
found in Israel around the
Gaza Strip,” said army spo-
kesman Richard Hecht.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 15

Modi speaks
to Netanyahu

NEW DELHI

India “unequivocally”
condemns terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on Tuesday, soon after he
held a telephone conversation
with Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu. “| thank
Prime Minister Netanyahu for
his phone call and providing an
update on the ongoing
situation,” Mr. Modi posted on
X {formerly Twitter). » PAGE 13
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Modi speaks to Netanyahu,
condemns attack on Israel

People of India stand firmly with Israel in this difficult hour, says PM; Netanyahu also spoke to US.

President Joe Biden: Israeli PM says that they did not want this war and it was forced upon them

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia “unequivocally”
lmndemns terrorism

that hit Israel on Satur-
day, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said on Tuesday.

This was Mr. Modi's se-
cond remark on the con-
flict which came soon after
he held a telephone con-
versation with Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanya-
hu as Israel intensified
assaults on Gaza Strip.

“I thank Prime Minister
Netanyahu for his phone
call and providing an up-
date on the ongoing situa-
tion. People of India stand
firmly with Israel in this dif-
ficult hour. India strongly
and unequivocally con-
demns terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations,”
said Mr. Modi in his remark
on microblogging site X
(formerly Twitter).

Called other leaders

Mr. Netanyahu called a
number of world leaders,
incduding US. President
Joe Biden, as the Israeli Air

Narendra Modi and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
during an event in Tel Avivin 2021. P11

Force aircraft dropped
bombs on targets in Gaza.

The attack was formally
announced on Tuesday by
Foreign Minister of Israel
Eli Cohen in a globally tele-
cast press conference in
which he said Israel would
fight a long war to defeat
terrorism.

Ahead of calling Mr. Mo-
di, Mr. Netanyahu repeat-
ed Mr. Cohen's remarks

and said Israel would win
the war against terrorism.

“We did not want this
war. It was forced upon us
in the most brutal and sav-
age way. Though Israel did
not start this war, Israel
will finish it. Once, the Jew-
ish people were stateless.
Once, the Jewish people
were defenseless. No lon-
ger,” said the Israel Prime
Minister.

India can play
role to defuse
crisis: envoy
of Palestine

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Palestine Ambassador Ad-
nan Abu Alhaija said on
Tuesday that India’s soli-
darity with the Palestinian
cause dates back to Mahat-
ma Gandhi's time and its
rising global stature and in-
fluence over all key players
in West Asia make it well-
placed to play a crucial role
in defusing the crisis aris-
ing out of the Israel-Hamas
conflict.

In an interview to PTI,
Mr. Alhaija particularly
noted that India is a
“friend" for both Israel and
Palestine and it is “quali-
fied” to work towards
bringing down the ten-
sions and contribute to-
wards a solution to the Pal-
estine issue.
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First test flight of Gaganyaan
mission scheduled on Oct. 21

The exercise is intended to test the ‘crew module’; it involves launching the unit to outer

space, bringing it back to earth and recovering it after touchdown in the Bay of Bengal

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he Indian Space Re-
Tsearch Organisa-

tion (ISRO) will exe-
cute the first of multiple
test flights ahead of the Ga-
ganyaan mission - India’s
first manned mission to
space - on October 21, Ji-
tendra Singh, Minister of
State for Space, Science
and Technology, said on
Tuesday.

The test will be conduct-
ed at the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Sriharikota
and is intended to test the
‘crew module ' or the part
of vehicle where the Indian
astronauts will be housed.

The test involves
launching the module to
outer space and bringing it
back to earth and recover-
ing it after touchdown in
the Bay of Bengal. The Na-
vy personnel have already
started mock operations to
recover the module, said
Mr. Singh. Along with the

The preparations for the flight TV-D

1 are under way as the ISRO is

about to commence unmanned tests for the Gaganyaan Mission. ANI

crew module, there will al-
so be a ‘crew escape’ sys-
tem. If the spacecraft while
ascending into space faces
a problem, this escape sys-
tem is expected to separate
and bring the crew safely
back to sea from where
they will be picked by the
Navy personnel.

In the first of this tests
called, Test Vehicle Abort
Mission (TV-D1), the mo-
dule will be identical to the
one deployed to space, ex-

cept that it will be

‘unpressurised.’

Crew Escape Systems

The TV-DI test vehicle is a
single-stage liquid-fuelled
rocket developed for this
abort mission. “The pay-
loads consist of the Crew
Module [CM] and Crew Es-
cape Systems [CES] and
will simulate the abort con-
dition during the ascent
trajectory corresponding
to a Mach number of L2 1

mach is 330 metres per se-
cond, or the speed of
sound] expected in the Ga-
ganyaan mission. CES with
CM will be separated from
the Test Vehicle at an alti-
tude of about 17 km. Subse-
quently, the abort se-
quence will be executed
autonomously commenc-
ing with the separation of
CES and deployment of the
series of parachutes, finally
culminating in the safe
touchdown of CM in the
sea, about 10 km from the
coast of Sriharikota,” the
ISRO said in a statement.

The success of this test
will set the stage for the
first unmanned “Gaga-
nyaan" mission and ulti-
mately manned mission to
outer space in low earth or-
bit, said Mr. Singh. “Before
the ultimate manned “Ga-
ganyaan" mission, there
will be a test flight next
year, which will carry
“Vyommitra”, the female
robot  astronaut,” he
added.
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New scheme to settle
commercial tax dues

The Hindu Bureau
CHENMAL

With commercial tax dues
to the State government
touching 25,000 crore,
Tamil Madu Chief Minister
MLE. Stalin on Tuesday an-
nounced a  Samadhan
Scheme to help traders set-
tle their dues, penalty and
interest.

The scheme will be in
force between October 16,
2023 and February 15,
2024, The government has
come out with different
payment options for five
categories of traders, de-
pending on the size of their
dues.

Making a suo rmofu state-
ment in the Assembly, Mr.
Stalin said over 211 lakh
cases involving over 2.41
lakh traders and commer-
cial establishments were
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pending in court.

“The cases have be-
come a burden on officials,
and have caused hardship
o traders and financial
loss to the government,” he
said, explaining the reason
for coming up with the
scheme.

As per the scheme, trad-
ers whose dues are below
50,000, including taxes,
interest and penalty, are
eligible for a complete
waiver.

“This is the first time in
Tamil Nadu that the taxes
to be paid by small raders
are fully waived. A total of
95,502 small traders will
benefit from the scheme,*
he said.

Other traders are divid-
ed into four categories.

CONTINUED DN
& PAGE &

New scheme to settle
commercial tax dues

N = W
As a special offer, interest accrued by traders till they pay
dues will be waived, CM said. GETTY IMAGES/ ISTOCKPHOTO

Traders whose dues are between ¥50,000 and 310
lakh need to pay a flat 20% of their dues in a single
instalment. Those who have accepted the tax as-
sessment could pay 66% of their dues, 10% inter-
est and 10% penalty. Traders who have gone on
appeal or filed cases can get them settled by pay-
ing 33% of their dues, 10% interest and 10% penal-
ty. If they have no tax dues, but have penalty and
interest dues, they can avail themselves of the
scheme by paying 10% interest and 10% penalty.

This payment option is also applicable to the
category of traders whose dues are in the %10 lakh
to %1 crore range. But they are not eligible for the
flat rate of payment. There is a different payment
option for traders whose dues are between 31
crore and ¥10 crore. Those who have accepted the
tax assessment can pay 75% of their dues, 15% pe-
nalty and 20% interest. Traders who have filed an
appeal have been given the option of paying 50%
of their dues, 20% interest and 15% penalty. If the
traders had already paid the tax but not the penal-
ty and interest, they can settle it by paying 15% pe-
nalty and 20% interest.

In the case of traders whose dues are more
than ¥10 crore, they have to pay 90% of their dues,
15% penalty and 30% interest if they have accept-
ed the tax assessment. Traders who have gone on
appeal or filed cases could settle them by paying
60% of their dues, 15% penalty and 30% interest.

The Chief Minister said that as a special offer,
the interest accrued by the traders till they pay
their dues will be waived.
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What is Hamas, the Palestinian militant group?

NEWS ANALYSIS

Stanby Johmy

“We have dedded o put
an end to all of the ccoupa-
tion's crimes. The time is
over for them [lzrael] o
feontinue o] act withowt
accountahility,” sdd Mo-
hammad Dedl, the shado-
wy commander of al-(as-
mm  Brigades, Hamas's
military wing, on October
7. His msdio gatement was
telecast on TV afier Hamas
kunched an unprecedent-
ed attack that cought kel
by surprise. “Thus, we an-
nounce the ‘al-Ags Flood'
operation,” he wid. The
rest is history. Hamas car-
ried out its largest attack
om krael from Gaza, killing
at beast SO0 people and
leawing the bloodiest blow
b krael in decades. Inres-
ponse, bsrael has deckired
wotr on the outh, killed ov-
er 700 Gazans in air strike
and is preparing for 2 ma-
jor ground offensive. The
Palestine issue is back to
the fare of the West Asian
cauklron.

The: roots
The roots of Hamas go
back b the Muslim Broth-

1528, made a presence in
the British-naled Palestine
in the 1930s. Its foous had
been on reorienting Auos-
lm society, while the Pal-
estine Liberation Crganisa-
tion (FLOY, founded in
1564, championed the Pal
estiniin nationalist senti-
menis.

The Brotherhood's ap-
proach was that the time
for “filed” had mot come
yet and they should first re-
build a stromger, pious Is-
lamic sodety - they called
it “the upbringing of an k-
lamic generation”. During
this time, lsrae] established
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Bargaining chip: Palestinians tarapont a captured Isreli chvilan,
cenbee, inte the Gara Strip on Satarday. ap

ocantacts with the Brother-
hood leadership in the oc-
cupied territories. Sheikh
Ahmed Yasin, the plysi-
cally chal halfhlind
cleric of the Brotherhood,
established  al-Mujamma®
alklam  (The lshmic
Centre) in 1973, lsrael re-
cognised the Centre frst 2
a charity and then as an as-
sociation, which allowed
Yassin bo raise fands, build
masgues and st up educa-
tional institutions, nched-
ing the ldamic Universty
of Gaxa, But Ehe 1975 [khan-
ic Revolution inm  kan

sations, having witnessed
b political socess of the
Mullabs in Iran, started be-
ooming  politically  more
amdbitious and active,

The rise
Hamas wis established af-
ter the Arst intifady broke
out in 1987, The oooapied
termitories were swept by a
mass uprising. The Broth-
eromd found it an oppaor-
tumity i enter the stnggle
agadnst the oocupation.
On December 14, the
Brotherhood, under the
leadership of Yassin, is-
sued 2 beaflet, asking Pales-
timians i stand gy to the
lsrael oorupation. n -
ary, they issued another
leaflet umder the name Ha-

ralat al-Mugawamah al-Is-
lamiyyah (the Islamic Re-
sistance Movement) - in
short, Hamas, which
means “zeal” in Arabic. In
1985, Hamas Lumched its
Arst attack, abducting and
keilllingg, Ewers Bsraelil soldfiers.

Unlike the FLO, which
was madelled around the
leftist  guerilla  national
movemsents in the thind
world, Hamas had a com-
pletely  different  vision.
The charter it iEsoed on
Angest 19, 988 was stud-
ded with anti-Semitic re-
marks. According to the
charter, Falestine is “an I=-
lamic Wagf nd consecrat-
ed for Moslem generatons
until Judgement Day®;
“there is o solution to the
Palestine problem except
fihad™ and all peace initia-
tives ane a “waste of time
and acts of absurdity®. It
opposed the Oslo agree-
ment, which allowed the
formation of the Palest-
nian Authority. When the
PLO recognised larael, Ha-
mias rejected the two-state
solution and vowed to lib-
erade the whale of Pales-
tine “from the |[Jordan]
River to the [Mediterra-
nean] Sea”.

The evolution

In the 1990s and erly
W0, Hamas comducted
severl suicide attacks, Ear
peting sraelis. In 2000,

when the second intifada
broke owt, Hamas was in
the driwing seat. kel had
taken a policy of targeted
asmsminations. In March
2004, Israel killed Sheikh
Waszin with a helicopter-
fired missile in G dity.
Abdel Aziy al-Rantisi, Yas-
sin's successor, was killed
in April 2034, Ehaled
Meshal_ another top leader
survivesd an attermpt on his
life by Mossad in jondan.
Hamas contimued o re-
muain defont, targeting ls-
raeli troops and settlers. In
2008, Faced with Hamas's
violent resistance, liroae]
unilaterally decided to pull
out of Gaza.

Hamas's violent tactics
and bsrael’s collectie pun-
ishment of Palestinians in
return seemed o have
helped the Islamists gain
popularity. In the 3006 le-
pislative elections in the
Palestindan territory, Ha-
mas wan 74 out of the 2
seats, while the Fatah par-
ty, the FLO' backbone, got
onlby 45 weats. [nits elecbon
manifesto, Hamas showed,
for the frst ime, sgns of
muoderation. It dropped
the call for the destruction
of lsrael, which was men-
tioned in the 1988 charter,
and sad itx first priority
wars {0 change the situation
for Palestinians.

Hamas formed the go-
vermment, but faced oppo-
sition from brael and maost
intermational powers. As
tensions rose between Fa-
tah and Hamas in the West
Bank, Palestimian Presi-
dent Mahmouwd Abbas dis-
sobved the Hamas govern-
ment. This led to violent
chshes between Fatah and
Hamas. Fatah ousted Ha-
mas from the West Bank
aml Homos ousted the
former from Gazs in 2007
Simee then, Hamas & the
povernment in Gaza.

While Hamas never gne
up its right o armesd resis-

nalled changes in its out-
look over the vears. it still
refises to recognise [smel
bust offered hudna (3 last-
ing ceasefire) i lsael re-
termed o the 1967 border.
In 2007, it adopted a new
charter from which the an-
ti-Semitic remarks of the
original charter were ex-
punged. The new doo-
ment stated Hamas is not
seeking war with the Jew-
ish people — but with Zien-
imm that drives the occupa-
tiom of Palestime. “Hamas
achocates the Bheration of
all of Palestine but i ready
b support the stite on
1967 borders without re-
cognising srael or ceding
any rights,” it said. But Sa-
turday's attack, which in-
discriminately  targeted
both Isradi troops and civi-
lans, suggests that Hamas
has returmed bo jts original
Etics.

lerael Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
wvowed to destroy the ene-
my. bmel retaliation
would “reverberae”
across West Asia, he thun-
ders. But bsrael will have b
Excior in two realities when ~
it sets the poak of its mili-
tary operation. Hamas may
not have the capability to
push lsrael back o the
1967 border. But the lsla-
mist group hos emenged as
the main pillr of Pales-
tine's political hndscape,
which in the past had k-
gely been driven by secular
mationalism. A solution b
the lsrael-Palestine pro-
blem cannot be reached
without taking Hamas into
consideration — unless Hir
mas is intally destroyed.

Twa, Hamas sarvives.
Over the years, Hamas has
lost most of s foanding
leaders, it has been cate-
porised as a terrorist ouwtfit
and faced bsraeli attacks
Frequently. But it survived,
b fight another day. This is
Mr. Netamaho's biggest
teest ithis time.
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IMF raises India’s FY24 GDP
growth forecast to 6.3%

Global lender sees retail inflation in the South Asian nation quickening to 5.5% in 202324 before

easing to 4.6% in 2024,25; Fund cuts its economic growth forecasts for China and the euro area

Reuters
MLUMBAL

he  International

Monetary  Fund

(IMF} on Tuesday
raised India’s economic
growth forecast for the cur-
rent fiscal vear to 6.3%,
from 6.1% earlier.

The IMF expects retail
inflaticn in the South Asian
nation to gquicken to 5.5%
in 2023,24 before easing to
4.6% in 2024/25.

“Growth in India is pro-
jected to remain strong, at
6.3% in both 2023 and
2024, with an upward revi-
sion of 0.2 percentage
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Upbeat outlook

IMF om Teesday released its World Economic Outlook Inwhich
it raised | ndia's FY 24 GOF growth forecast to 6,3%, from 6,1%

u Fund's upward revision in
farecast reflects the ‘stromper-
Ehan-ex pacted corsumption”
during Agril-June

u |MF se85 current account deficit

remaining at 1.8% of GOF in Fr24

and Fr25

m Lender retalns its forecast far

plabal GOP growth in 2023 at 3,0% F

points for 2023, reflecting
stronger-than-expected
consumption during April-
June.” the IMF said.

The RBI has projected

CPl-based inflation for the
current fiscal year at 5.4%
while GDP growth is seen
at 6.5%. Monetary policy
projections are consistent

with achieving the Indian
central bank’s inflation tar-
get over the medium term,
the IMF said. Indias cur-
rent account deficit is ex-
pected to remain at 1L8% of
GDP in FY24 and FY25, the
ghobul lender added.

The Fund cut its growth
forecasts for China and the
eurc area and said overall
global growth remained
low and uneven despite
what it called the "remar-
kable strength™ of the U5
ECONTIY.

The IMF also left its fore-
cast for global real GDP
growth in 2023 unchanged
at 3.0%.
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Indian athletes will perform
even better at the next
Asian Games, asserts Modi

The PM assures all possible help to achieve greater heights; congratulates the women

athletes who accounted for almost half the medals won in China

GENERAL

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-

rendra Modi on

Tuesday assured
all possible help to Indian
athletes in their endeavour
to achieve greater heights
and expressed confidence
that the country will better
its Hangzhou performance
in the next edition of the
Aslan Games.

The Indian athletes pro-
duced their best-ever per-
formance at the continen-
tal games, bringing home
107 medals, including 28
gold as the country fin-
ished fourth on the medalks
table.

“The government will
pull all stops to ensure the
athletes get the best. You
have crossed 100 medals.
Next time, we will go way
past this record. Put your
best effort for the Paris
(Olympics),” Modi said
while felicitating the Asian
Games contingent here on
Tuesday.

No dearth of talent
“The athletes tried to give
it their best shot. There
was never a dearth of ta-
lent in India. The will 10
win was always there. They
used to do well earlier as
well, but there were a lot of
hurdles which came in
thefr way."

“Whatever event we
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Grand reception: PM Modi with the hockey players at the felictatson function for Asian Games medal
winners in New Dedhi on Tuesday. P

ee

More than 3,000
athletes are getting
training. coaching,
medical and dictary
assistance under Khelo
India

MODI

competed in, we won me-
dals. The canvas is grow-
ing, which is a good indica-
tion for India. You have
opened new avenues,
which will motivate the
new generation. This (per-
formance) will also give
new maotivation for the Pa-

ris Olympics,” said Modi.

“Our women have given
an amazing performance.
They showcased the
strength of women in the
country. Half the medals
won at the Asian Games
were won by women. In
track and field, 1 fele they
were not willing to settle
for anything less than a
gold medal "

Khelo India effect
The PM ako gave the
thumbs up to the sports
ministry’s flagship pro-
gramme, Khelo India, say-
ing it had been a huge
SUCCesS.

“This Aslan Games, 125

athletes were the products
of the Khelo India pro-
gramme and they won 40
medals. This shows that
Khelo India is progressing
in the right direction.

“More than 3,000 ath-
letes are getring training,
coaching, medical and die-
tary assistance under Khe-
lo India. A total of 325,000
crore assistance is being g
ven to athletes. Money will
not come In the way of the
athletes.

“Next five years, the go-
vernment will spend an ad-
ditional 3000 crore on
athletes and more infras-
tructure will be created,”
sald Modi.
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